*'._..,I..u.alilt‘,-«;

‘ | %
—— - | : | .l « . :
h——_‘“____*_ LIOTT !ll%



MQ\II{,E';CET

‘MareCet'sefforts have contributed to valuable protections for cetaceans ™ -
and other wildlife in Langkawi’s waters; ineluding securing its international e )
" designation as an impartant marine mammal area. They are.also.working ™ «

5 %+ g S e e e R S0 9 JR 2 b Fa s A _toe'stablishstate-supportedspeedIimitzonesforpi]blicferries.'

asmine Azizan kept a careful eye on the
Jchildren as the boat crested another

wave. Buzzing with excitement to join
MareCet on an ocean expedition, these 36
students from Tuba Island Primary School
scanned the shimmering water for signs of
dolphins. But the morning’s luck had been
shallow, with no dolphins spotted around Tuba
Island after several hours. Hoping to turn
their fortune around, Jasmine’s team steered
their vessel toward a different section of
the Langkawi archipelago, one of MareCet’s
core dolphin monitoring areas in Malaysia.
What they found instead was a strange shape
floating in the emerald water. Upon inspection,
Jasmine realized it was a distressed green
sea turtle struggling to swim. This unexpected
encounter quickly turned a routine student trip
into a rescue mission.

As MareCet’s Education and Outreach
Coordinator, Jasmine takes students from
across Malaysia on educational sea tours in
search of dolphins and other cetaceans. These
tours give students an eye-opening glimpse
into the world of marine biologists and inspire
them to conserve the wildlife in their prover-
bial backyard. MareCet has several projects
centered in Langkawi, where they study and

protect three vulnerable species: Indo-Pacific
humpback dolphins, Indo-Pacific finless
porpoises, and Bryde’s whales. Their projects
investigate each cetacean’s distribution,
abundance, and social behavior, and MareCet’s
findings indicate that Langkawi may be one

of the most prominent locations in Southeast
Asia to find all three species. Marine mammals
and other marine species, like sea turtles, often
share the same threats, including entangle-
ment in discarded fishing gear, boat strikes in
high-traffic areas, and digestive issues from
pollution. In addition to monitoring cetaceans,
MareCet develops sustainable solutions with
authorities and communities to address human
activities that create these threats to all
marine life.

When Jasmine’s boat pulled close to the
floundering sea turtle, which was later named
Emelda, it was clear that she could not dive.
She was floating in a ferry channel with wounds
on her shell, although the cause of her injuries
was uncertain. After consulting her colleagues,
Jasmine knew that Emelda would not survive
without immediate help. The team gently

lifted Emelda into the boat and informed the
students that their tour would need to be cut
short. To Jasmine’s delight, the children were

happy to lend assistance, taking turns pouring
seawater over Emelda’s carapace to prevent it
from drying out.

MareCet carried Emelda to shore and trans-
ferred her to the care of Underwater World
Langkawi (UWL), who could provide treatment
in their facilities. UWL has taken in distressed
sea turtles found by MareCet in the past; upon
examining Emelda, they found that in addition
to her wounds, she had also consumed a lot of
trash. This may have contributed to her buoy-
ancy problem. They provided her with intensive

!

care and members of MareCet visited Emelda
during her recovery. After three weeks under
UWL’s supervision, Emelda began submerging
again and was released back into Langkawi
after two more months of rehabilitation.

Rescuing Emelda was not a part of Jasmine’s
itinerary, but MareCet’s intervention showed
these students the importance of conservation
actions and collaborations between conser-
vation groups to keep oceans safe not just for
marine mammals, but for all marine life. m



SMALL WILD CAT CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

Discovering the

Clotded T

© Nick Hawkins

hen Tadeu de Oliveira’s col-

league asked him to examine

photos of a small cat seenin
an Ecuadorian forest in 2009, something
did not add up. It was unlike any cat species
previously seen in that region, yet it closely
resembled two species that he was quite
familiar with—the Atlantic forest tiger cat
and the savanna tiger cat, both found in
Brazil. Intrigued by this new cat’s spotted
fur patterns, which were noticeably distinct
from either tiger cats’, Tadeu had a hunch
that there was more to uncover about this
mystery cat. He and his peers would chew
on this mystery for over a decade, until a
new species—the clouded tiger cat—was
formally recognized in 2024.

Conservationists like Tadeu must regularly
navigate the limitations of available knowl-
edge. He leads the Tiger Cats Conservation
Initiative (TCCI), a partner of the Small
Wild Cat Conservation Foundation, and

is an authority on the species. Tiger cats
are rarely witnessed in the wild, making
them remarkably difficult to study and
conserve. Prior to trail cameras, it was
nearly impossible to see them, let alone
notice variations between them. As this
game-changing technology proliferated
over the years, it enabled TCCI to study the
unique characteristics of every tiger cat
recorded across the Americas. When he
received photos of tiger cats in Ecuador
and Colombia with longer tails, differently
sized ears, and distinct spot patterns from
those in Brazil, Tadeu was certain that a
third species had been identified. But more
proof was needed, so TCCI’s partners held
a genetic analysis of different tiger cat scat
and blood samples. This study verified that
anew species, the clouded tiger cat, had
been hidden in plain sight.

The study also revealed something
concerning. For years, it was believed

that tiger cats existed across northern
South America. Using cameras deployed
across 60 sites, TCCl created an updated
map of the three tiger cats’ distribution,
learning that each species did not share

one giant connected range, but three
smaller, separate ranges. Atlantic forest and
savanna tiger cats live almost exclusively in
Brazil, while clouded tiger cats have a long,
narrow range through high-altitude cloud
forests from Central America to Bolivia.
Staggeringly, the new map slashed the total
ranges of all three species by roughly 50%.
Insights like the updated distribution map,
and the clouded tiger cat’s very discovery,
are essential for TCCl to raise awareness
and adapt their efforts to protect these
threatened cats.

Despite their distinct characteristics, all
three tiger cats share the same threats.
To prevent retaliation against tiger cats
due to livestock predation, TCCl improves
henhouses among nearby communities.
To prevent disease transmission from
domestic animals, TCCl and their partners
vaccinated over 3,000 domestic dogs and
cats from Mexico to Chile. TCCl is advo-
cating for state laws to make vaccinations
mandatory and to protect more tiger cat
habitat from agricultural development.
Tadeu’s team also monitors deforestation,
wildfires, and other habitat threats using
satellite imagery.

After years spent unraveling the mysteries
of tiger cats, Tadeu shows no signs of slow-
ing down. The clouded tiger cat’s recent
discovery shows the value of thorough
research—and hunches—when crafting
effective conservation strategies.
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WCN protects endangered
wildlife by supporting
conservationists who
ensure wildlife and people
coexist and thrive.

Invest In Wildlife
Conservation

We greatly appreciate your dedication to
protecting wildlife. Your generous support is
what makes wildlife conservation possible.

WAYS TO GIVE

Donate online at wildnet.org/donate
Donate by mail, phone or fax

Become a monthly donor

Give a gift on behalf of someone else
Include WCN in your estate plans
Donate stock or other securities

. WCN has received 4 stars and a
Charity -\ 100% rating from Charity Navigator,
Navigator America’s leading independent
charity evaluator, making us one of
the top-ranked wildlife conservation
nonprofits in the world.
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